Memorandum

To:  Edit Szanto, Faculty Senate President

CC:  Jerry Meyerhoeffer, Jerry Beck, DeVere Burton

From:  Faculty Senate Executive Committee, Jan Simpkin

Date:  29 August 2000

Re:  Faculty Senate All Faculty Forum, 22 August 2000


The Faculty Senate met on Tuesday, 22 August 2000 in Shields 115.  The following items were on the agenda:

· New Faculty Center

· Health Benefits

· Copyright issues

· Idaho Electronic Campus

· Blackboard

· Computer Literacy

1. Faculty Learning Center


Fran Golding reported on the status of the new Faculty Learning Center. It is located upstairs in the Taylor Building.  It is a place where faculty can gather formally or informally to learn, share ideas, or just socialize.  Many goodies will be available, including a library of resources, high-end technology, comfortable chairs and conference tables, and refreshments.  Center should provide a comfortable place to meet with colleagues.  The committee (Kim Prestwich, Fran Golding, Rosemary Barta, Edit Szanto) is open to further ideas.

2. Health Benefits

As President Meyerhoeffer mentioned in his address to the faculty during his State of the College Address, talks are underway with the Clinic and Blue Shields about the changes in the health coverage.  Administration is working on ensuring that CSI maintains to offer quality health coverage to its employees.  

It was asked that staff as well as faculty be included in when making these decisions.

3. Copyright issues

Steve Poppino is the campus expert on the use of copyrighted material in the classroom.  Edit will ask whether it would be possible for him to give a workshop on the topic.  Faculty suggested the development of a handout on the main issues.


Materials CSI faculty create are considered his/her own.  However, when CSI time or resources are used in the development process and the faculty wants to financially gain from the product, the College must be reimbursed.  

A good website that addresses copyrights is  www.center.rpi.edu/PewSym/mono2.html 

4. Idaho Electronic Campus

If you are teaching an online class, let Edit know so that the course can be advertised on Idaho Electronic Campus.



www.idahoe-campus.state.id.us

5. Blackboard

Edit Szanto provided an overview of Blackboard, a course management system, which assists faculty in developing and managing online classes, as well as online supplements to regular classes.  Many faculty are already using it.  Training on the program’s use will be offered, and manuals are available in the bookstore.  Call Brian Bennett to set up an account.

6. Computer Literacy

The student computer literacy graduation requirements have been determined and are now in effect.  Should faculty be held to the same standards?  Mark Sugden reported that about three fourths of faculty who provided feedback on the issue felt that they should be held to the same standards.  The rest of the faculty were very vocal against it.  

