Faculty Senate Meeting

3/30/04

Meeting called to order by Julie Heithecker, President, Faculty Senate
Minutes of the February  meeting were approved unanimously.  George H. (motion), Jim W. (2nd).

President Meyerhoeffer spoke to the faculty.  He congratulated Edit Santos on her position change to Director, Library Services and Instructional Technology.  He also read a letter from an Oregon Trail Elementary 6th grade student addressed to Sylvia Jensen  expressing appreciation for her attention during a school tour.

CSI will give a salary increase this year with contracts in the mail by the end of next week.  Raises will be  approximately 3% plus adjustment.

State Senator Laird Noh  was recently honored in the Magic Valley for his 24 years of service in the legislature.  He was known as the “voice of reason.” And will be missed.


The economy is rising and the work force remains level.  President Meyerhoeffer paid tribute to Mike Mason for his efforts related to health  insurance benefits.  He also urged faculty to look at their contracts, the details and please feel free to make an appointment to see the President if questions arise.

Mike Mason gave a report on the current status with the state group insurance plan.  Two plans:  1)  Preferred Provider Option (PPO)  which would allow participants to use a network of physicians who participate.  80%-09% coverage.  2) Traditional Plan MSB/Blue Cross rate  is set.  Physicians  can only charge at set rate..  Question asked if participant can change plans.  Yes, at open enrollment period at beginning of each year.  April 6th – details will be available.  Currently, cost of the are plan unknown.   

OLD BUSINESS
· An ad hoc committee is being selected to consolidate three different rank committees into one.
New Business

· .Ken Bingham announced “National Poetry Month” during April.  He would like to hang posters in all of the classrooms with instructor’s permission.  CSI’s Literary Arts Club for this month would include appropriate poems for the celebration.
· CSI Helpdesk requests that faculty with computer software requests send them to the Helpdesk, extension 6311 or 6846 (Linda Roberts) by the deadline of May 7th.  Windows XP=Pro/Office 2003 will be available this Fall semester.  Also, faculty were asked to check multi media classrooms with projectors , double click to turn off the bulbs as they cost $500 each and are expensive.
· Computer Skills Assessment Committee new Chair is Todd Schwarz.
 

Meeting Adjourned.
