Memorandum

To: Edit Szanto, Faculty Senate President

CC: Jerry Meyerhoeffer, Jerry Beck, DeVere Burton From: Faculty Senate Executive Committee, Jan Simpkin Date: 31 October 2000

Re: Faculty Senate All Faculty Forum, 24 October 2000

The Faculty Senate met on Tuesday, 24 October 2000 in Shields 115. The following items were on the agenda:

United Way Campaign Honors Program Software Update Microsoft Agreement for faculty software access

United Way Campaign - Dick Boyd, Diane Boyd, and Judy Thom visited with faculty to discuss the success of this year's United Way Campaign. There was a big increase in donations over last year. They emphasized that 99.5% of the money donated will be distributed to causes within the Magic Valley.

Honors Program - Chris Bragg and Mark Lindemer updated the faculty on the workings of the Honors Program. They demonstrated the Honors Program website and discussed the availability of about $40,000 in scholarship funds this year. Some money is still available for the Spring semester. Students with a GPA of 3.5 or higher are eligible.

Students in the Program are required to help organize the Snake River Symposium, do an honors project each year, and read five books in common with other Honors students and one book of their choosing. Faculty members are needed to volunteer to discuss books with students. In addition, an Honors course in Communications will be offered as a pilot course during the Spring semester by Tiffany Seeley-Case.

Software Update - Jay Sneddon discussed the need to have all software the same on computers in the three open computer labs on campus. Starting in the Spring semester, all requests for new software installation will have to be submitted by specific dates (to be announced) and will be installed by specified dates. This will allow staff to determine whether the new software is compatible with existing software.
Software requests should be submitted to the Help Desk.

Microsoft Agreement - CSI has purchased 377 licenses for faculty and staff to have access to Microsoft software to install on their personal computers (in addition to computers on campus). The license is a formal release that allows the individual to load Office 2000 onto one machine. For on campus use, call the Help Desk for installation. For home use, you're on your own -- no technical support. Not all computers will support this software so check specifications before

trying to install it. While the 377 licenses provide for all fulltime faculty, there are not enough licenses for all of the 126 parttime faculty currently employed. How should the remaining licenses be distributed? Several suggestions were made, including providing access to those teaching software courses first, giving those teaching the largest course load first access, or simply determining who actually wants software use first. No final decision was reached.

