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In 1965 the College of Southern Idaho became one of the more than 573
community colleges established in the United States between 1955 and 1974,
During that twenty-year period, a new two-year college was built every two
weeks. The College of Southern Idaho has participated in a dynamic,
nationwide effort to provide broad educational opportunities. During the
last twenty years, community leaders and college personnel have pursued
excellence in providing an academic education, a vocational-technical
education, a continuing adult education, and other community services to
help individuals in South Central Idaho meet the challenge and needs in
their future.

The need for expanded educational opportunities in Idaho was recog-
nized after World War II. Already, in 1945, the state legislature commis-
sioned the George Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee, to
survey Idaho's educational needs. The Peabody survey concluded that junior
colleges were "promising methods of improving and expanding the service in
higher education to the young people of the State of Idaho" and specifi-
cally mentioned that Twin Falls would be a likely center. Seven years
later, Clisby Edlefsen wrote "A Junior College Survey of Twin Falls,
County, Idaho" as his dissertation for the Doctor of Educatian Degree at
Stanford University.

The post-war baby boom increased the need for higher education facili-
ties. The Twin Falls children who were born in 1947 would produce the
largest graduating class until that time in 1965. What would happen to
those graduates? Would they remain in the area or would they leave in
search of education and jobs, as many older brothers and sisters had done?
As agriculture mechanized during and after World War II, the number of farm
jobs declined. Meanwhile, the federal government made a greater commitment
to academic and vocational higher education, such as with HR8900, of
February 1962 which provided federal aid to construct academic facilities.

The Twin Falls Chamber of Commerce responded to the need and the offer
of federal aid. Although the Chamber had established an active "junior
college committee" in 1960, the year 1962, the same year that HR8900
passed, became the pivotal time for the ultimate establishment of the
College of Southern Idaho. Bill Grange, Secretary-Manager of the Twin
Falls Chamber of Commerce, corresponded about forming a college with Frank
Church, Stanford University, and community leaders in Idaho Falls who had
sought unsuccessfully to establish a junior college there. Also, on
March 7, 1962, E. L. Rayborn offered to deed either 10 acres on East
Addison or 40 acres near the airport for a community college.

At the same time that people in Twin Falls were pursuing the formation
of a community college, Buhl civic leaders encouraged the formation of the
Idaho Technical Institute under the leadership of President Gerald Strutz.

" Manuscript narration for Video 84 at the CSI Library: "History of CSI:
The First Twenty Years 1965-1985,"
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