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COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHO

COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
JANUARY 16, 1996

CALL_TO ORDER: 5:30 p.m. PRESIDING: LeRoy Craig

ATTENDING: Trustees: LeRoy Craig, Dr. Thad Scholes, Dr.
Charles Lehrman, Bill Babcock and Donna Brizee

College Administration: Gerald Meyerhoeffer, President
John M. Mason, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Michael Glenn, Vocational Dean
Dr. Ken Campbell, Director of Institutional
Research
Ron Shopbell, Director of Continuing Education

Dick Sterling, Physical Plant Director
Jeff Duggan, Assistant to the President
Annette Jenkins, Public Information Director
CSI staff: Terry Patterson, Jim Dawson
Visitors: None
Faculty Representative: None
Times News: Liz Wright

MINUTES OF December 18, 1995 were approved as written on
MOTION by Bill Babcock. Affirmative vote was unanimous.

TREASURERS REPORT: Acceptance of the Treasurer's report was
approved on MOTION by Dr. Thad Scholes. Affirmative vote
was unanimous.

BIDS:

1. The Board approved the low bid of Greybar for telephone
supplies in the amount of $9,407.37 and low bid of Universal
Capital for telephone equipment in the amount of $6,261.50
on MOTION by Dr. Charles Lehrman. Affirmative vote was
unanimous.

The Board approved the administration accepting the low
bid and ordering the supplies and equipment at the December
18, 1995 Board meeting. The timing of the library/academic
development center dictated that the supplies be ordered as
soon as possible.

Funding for this purchase will be from the Division of
Public Works Construction Fund.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT:

1. Jim Dawson made a presentation to the Board concerning
the academic status of our athletes. The following grade
point averages per team were given: Mens Basketball - 2.71,
Womens Basketball - 3.1b, Baseball 2.95, Womens Cross
Country - 2.79, Mens Cross Country - 2.67, Volleyball -
2.89, Rodeo - 3.13. Jim noted that thirty three of the
ninety three athletes had grade point averages above 3.2 and
that the overall average grade point was 2.89. He also
stated that the grade points were highest we had since we

started keeping records.
The Board commended Jim Dawson and the coaches for

their work the athletes in attaining academic success.

2. Terry Patterson addressed the Board concerning the
proposed new city wells in the vicinity of the fish
hatchery. There is concern that the wells may lower the
water available for the hatchery and jeopardize our program.

The Board decided to speak with College Attorney Robert
Alexander concerning our filed protest and determine what
action, if any, the College needs to take to preserve our
water rights.

3. Dr. Joan Edwards presented the Jerome Comprehensive
Educational Plan to the Board. She explained the process
and stated that the strength of the plan was that it opened
up the communication process.

The Board accepted the plan on MOTION by Dr. Charles
Lehrman. Affirmative vote was unanimous.

4. The President gave the Board a legislative update. He
stated that our number one priority was property tax relief
and explained the liquor tax bill that Representative Ron
Black has introcduced. The President explained that the
Governor's budget recommendation for fiscal year 1997 was a
flat percentage rather than related to decision units. The
recommended increase is 4.61%. He also said that we would
be working with our legislators concerning faculty salary
equity funds and the portion of technology funds allocated
us. The impact of the direct funding of our vocational
appropriation is still being analyzed.

5. The President advised the Board of the following:

a. Enrollment for the spring semester is fairly flat
when compared to last spring.

b. The gym addition project is on schedule.
Construction should start some time in late July or early
August.
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c. The library/academic development center project is

on schedule for a March 15, 1996 move in date.

d. The Quality Assurance Lab remains closed while the
Idaho State Department of Agriculture conducts a needs
assessment study on the facility. The study should be
complete in about thirty days. There is still a possibility
that we could get the building.

e. The Governor recommended funding critical
maintenance through the Division of Public Works. If his
recommendation is followed, we should have a good chance of
getting our $200,000 paving repair project.

ADJOURNMENT was declared at 6:42 p m.

Jo Hh M. Mason Secretary—Treasurer

APPROVED Februaty

Chairman [



January 3, 1995

To: President Meyerhoeffer and the College of Southern

From: Mike Mason

Re: Telephones/ffelephone Equipment and Telephone Supplies
Bids for the Library/Academic Center

We received four bids for the specified telephone
supplies and six bids for the telephones.

Telephone Supplies Bids

Greybar $ 9,407.37

Anixter $ 9,551.83

Newark $10,172.86 (6 items not bid)
AT&T , $12,109.24 '

Telephone/Telephone Equipment Bids

Universal Capital "~ $ 6,261.50

Source One $ 6,5592.00

A&A Connections $ 6,777.00

ISI $ 6,822.00

CMS $ 7,246.00

AT&T $11,373.95 (New equipment vrs
reconditioned)

Based upon a review of the bids by Dick Sterling and
Rocky Metts, I recommend that we accept the low bids of
Greybar for the specified telephone supplies in the amount
of $9,407.37 and Universal Capital for the specified phones
and equipment in the amount of $6,261.50. ’

The purchase will be paid for from the Department
of Public Works budgeted construction funds.

P.O. Box 1238 315 Falls Avenue Twin Falls, ldaho 83303-1238 Phone 733-9554, Ext. 2204 or FAX 736-3014



MEMO

To:  College of Southern Idaho Board of Trustees and CSI Administration:
LeRoy Craig, Donna Brizee, Thad Scholes, Chuck Lehrman, Bill Babock,
Jerry Meyerhoeffer, Jerry Reck, Mike Glen, and Mike Mason

From: Joan E. Edwards

Date: January 10, 1996

Re:  Jerome Comprehensive Plan

Enclosed please find a copy of the Jerome Education Specific Plan from the Jerome

Comprehensive Plan for your review for the Board of Trustees meeting to be held on
Tuesday, January 16. If you have any questions, please call me at 733-9554 ext 2242,



Joint Agency
Comprehensive Planning Committee

TO: Jim Cobble, Jerome School District and Dr. Joan Edwards, College of
Southern Idaho
FROM: Sheri Freemuth, SAIC

SUBJECT:  Modifications to the Draft Jerome Education Specific Plan since December
1995 version '

DATE: January 5, 1995

As you know the Draft Jerome Joint Agency Comprehensive Plan was presented to the public
at open houses conducted on December 6 and 7, 1995 in Jerome and Eden. The Jerome
Education Specific Plan is a key component of that document.

The comment period on the draft plans ended on December 31, 1995. During that period we
received several comments on the Jerome Education Specific Plan. These comments may be
summarized as follows:

* Minor editorial changes throughout the document including capitalization, punctuation and
acronyms. - - ,

* Modification of recommendation section to include the following:
Change #1 to:

1. The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends cooperative effort between the
affected counties to work with the Idaho Legislature and the Governor to reduce the
property tax burden which is collected to support CSI, to create more equity with state
funding for community colleges, yet to maintain local autonomy.

“Add:

2. The Jerome Education Citizens Committee encourages the continued development of
advanced placement opportunities for Jerome academic and vocational/technical public
school students through CSI.

3. The Jerome Education Citizens Committee supports CSI in their efforts to bring
advanced degrees (above the community college level) to the Magic Valley.

4. The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends that the dialogue with CSI
continue when facilities are being planned to maximize the opportunities for higher
education, enrichment, and remedial education to be delivered by CSI.

w@

300 North Lincoln, Room 201 Jerome School District

é?TO?feJij:ng - Jerome, Idaho 83338 Jerome Recreation District
o f Hazelton College of Southern Idaho
Gy of Eden Hillsdaie Highway District

City ofEden !
Vatljlley School District Jerome Highway District



Please provide this information to your Trustees along with the December 1995 Draft Specific
Plan. Subsequent to their approval we will prepare a final document incorporating the changes
discussed above, and any other modifications the Trustees request.

Thank you for your support throughout this project. I look forward to preparing your final
plan so that you might proceed swiftly with its implementation. ‘ :

cc: Mike Pepper |
Dale Rosebrock
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Executive Summary

This specific plan was prepared as part ofa comprellensive planning process for Jerome School
District # 261, the College of Southern Idaho, the Cities of Jerome, Eden, and Hazelton,
Jerome County, the Jerome Recreation District, and the Jerome Hillsdale Highway District. That
process relied on citizen volunteers to iclentify issues and determine goals, objectives and strategies
~ for each of the political entities. The purposes of the education specific plan are to:

e Provide an overall mission statement with accompanying goals, objectives, strategies, and

recommen&ations,
o Assemble })aclzgrouncl information for Jerome County residents al_ld decision makers, and
e Prepare student enrollment forecasts.
In addition to determining goals, objectives, and strategies, the Jerome Education Citizens
Committee also formulated a mission statement for the district. That mission statement is to:

Provide excellent educational opportunilios for all county cilizons, to allow them to be self-

»suﬂ;’cieht and contrilmting members in society.
Major findings from the strategic plan show that:

e Levels of educational attainment in the city and county generauy are lower than other Idaho

residents.

e Student enrollment increased Ly near]y 30 percent from 1980 to 1995, Lut was not
consistent over time or I)y grade. '

o The number of Jerome County residents attending the College ‘of Southern Idaho has
increased by almost 75 percent, from 1990 to 1995.

o The Conege estimates that more than 11 percent of all Jerome County adults are

participating in some type of credit or non-credit courses.

e Migrant student enrollment in the Jerome School District has increased significantly over

time.

e From 1990 to 1995, racial minority enrollment has increased from five to nine percent of
’cotal stuclent enro]lment at tlle Col]ege of Southern Idallo.

ES-1
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Pupil per teacher ratios declined for e]ementary grades due to the addition of Horizon .
Elementary School and a change in the State fuhding formula. Pupil per teacher ratios at

Jerome Middle School and Jerome High Scheol are a concern of the district.

Ox_'ercrowcling, or the number of students per glassrnom, is occu.rrihg at all levels of education

in the district.

- Overcrowcling is less severe at the elemeniary sclmols, with the recent addition of
Horizon's 26 classrooms. However, more than 20 classrooms at the other elementary -
scllools are smaller than modern,standards, and two lzinclergarten rooms exceed State of

v 1 . ’ .
. ldaho maximum classroom size.

- Student per classraom standards are exceeded at the middle school. Overcrowding and
smaller than standard classrooms are more prevalent in the "tin ]Juilcling" located apart

from the Jerome Middle School.

- ~]erome High Scllool is the most crowded facility: tllirty-six classes per clay exceed
classroom size standards. An additional 22 classrooms are needed to teach required

curriculum courses and still meet classroom size standards.
Student enrollment is forecast to increase }Jy nearly 12 percent over the next ﬁve-yeats.

The College of Southern Idaho has forecast that Jerome County resident enrollment at the
college will inerease Ly more than Q&y percent, from 405 students in 1996, to 762, students

in 2000. -

While the school district's budget increased l)y greater than 50 percent over the last five years,
expenclitures per student only increased by one-third because of additional student enrollment.
Recent increases in expenditure per student have come from additional state funding;

The Jerome School District ranked 100 out of 113 statewide districts in per student

expenditure, and is classified asa low income district.

In 1992, the Idaho's Needs Assessment Committee estimated that nearly five million dollars

was needed to renovate existing school builcli-ngs in the district.

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee goals_ for the school district centered on
promoting excellence in education, increasing parental involvement in the school system,
providing facilities which would meet educational excellence, and increasing community
awareness of and access to lﬁgller education opportunities. Those are consistent with

previously stated Jerome School District goals.

Figure ES-1 clepicts school district }Jou_nclaries within Jerome County.

ES-2
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I. Introduction
A. Purposes of the Specific Plan

The purpose of this specific plan is to analyze and examine educational opportunities offered ]:)y
the Jerome School District and the College of Southern Idaho to Jerome County residents.
Providing a mission statement, with accompanying goals, objectives, strategies, and
recommendations is one of the primary reasons for unclertaking a specific planning process.

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee mission statement for education is to: Provide
excellent educational opportunities for all county citizens, to allow them to be self-sugicient
and contributing members in society. This mission statement supports the Jerome School District
mission statement Jeve/opez] in 1002. The district mission states that:

We will eﬂedively:
- @ Deal with at-risk youtll
L4 Prvepare sluJenls for ll.ro worlc] oflaclrna]ogy

e Provide self-mliance skills

[ Prepare students for g/obal issues

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee mission statement also supports the College of
Southern Idaho's mission statement acloptecl in 1993. Its mission is: The Co”ege of Southern
Idaho, a nnmpmlxansive community col/egc, educates the diverse residents primari/y of South
Central Idaho and encourages them to lead ful/, ejfedive Jives in a clranging world.

Another purpose for preparing the strategic plan is to provide backgroun& information for school
district residents and decision makers. That information inclucl_es student enrollment trends,
school capacity and student enrollment comparisons, and revenue and expenditure trends.

Student enrollment forecasts also are a part of the plan.
B. Overview of the Specific Plan

A general introduction to the school district is presented in C]lapter One. C]xapter Two includes
a summary of the school district including location of schools; a gerwm] discussion of facilities,
programs, and educational attainment. Interaction between the Jerome School District and the
College of Southern Idaho also is presented.

Past trends in student enrollment are described in Cllapter Three. That discussion includes
general enrollment patterns over time, the re]ationsllip between student enrollment and economic
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incticators, enrollment cllanges tJy gracle, and the increase in migrant student enrollment over

time.

The number of students per classroom atong with trends and comparisons to state standards are
described in Chapter Four. To determine and quantify overcrowding, a compa: . of the
district's capacity and current student enrollment is presented in Chapter Five.

Student enrollment forecasts are contained in Clmpter Six. Thosc " recasts are for each gracte

for the next five years.

Funding sources, the school district's l)uctget, and expenditures per student have been analyzect in
the Ctlapter Seven. That analysis includes a discussion of past trends, a comparison to the state

average, and a comparison with other school districts.

Cost estimates to t)ring school facilities up to State of Idaho standards are presentect in Chapter :
Eight.. Finclings from a facilities evaluation prepared t:y the state are tlighligllted. :

Issues tacing the school district are identified in Clmpter Nine. Those issues were raised t)y three
citizens committees formed to identity issues an_ct propose goals, ot)jectives, and actions in

response to those issues:

Chapter Ten reviews the Jerome Education Citizens Committee, Jerome School District, and
College of Southern Idaho mission statements. Goals and objectives supporting the mission
statements are described. More specific actions also are detailed. Specitic recommendations for
the school district and couege are contained in Cllapter Ele\_/eh.

II. General Diélrict and Coueg’e Overview

A._ Board of Trustees
1. Jerome School District

Idaho Code requires that each school district be govemecl lay a board of trustees. In the Jerome
School District, that board consists of five trustees, each from a separate trustee zone in the

county, elected for a term of three years.

The board of trustees is cllargect with the responsibility of providing an educational system to serve
the needs of the children of the district. More specitic duties of the board include: constructing,
equipping, and furnishing t)uildings; hiring and determining the wages of professiona‘l and service
emp]oyees; prescrit)ing courses of study; providing educational materials; operating transportation
systems; acquiring real estate for school purposes; enacting rules and regulations governing the

" operation of the schools; enacting rules and regu]ations governing student and employee behavior;
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enacting rules and regu.lations governing the use of school property; levying taxes; and doing other
things necessary to carry out the duties and responsibilities assigned to school boards by the state.

2. College of Southern 1daho

T]’le Conege ol Southern Idaho also is gcrverncd ]ny a board of trustees. That board consists of
five members who reside in the two counties which support the college with property taxes,
Jerome and Twin Falls.

According to state statute, the coHege board of trustees is authorized to: aclopt rules and
regulations for its own government and the government of the college; employ ]egal counsel and
other professional, and nonprofessional persons; acquire and hold, and to dispose of real and
personal property, and construct, repair, remodel, and remove buildings; contract for the
acquisition, Purcl-mse or repair of Lu.i]clings; clispoae of real and Personal property; issue general
obligation or revenue }Jonds; acquire, 1101&, and clispose of, water rigllts; accept grants or gifts of
money, materials, or property; ancl, invest any funds of the district.

B. School Location and Facilities
1. - Location
a. Jerome School District

The district operates three elementary schools , one middle school , one senior lligll school, and a

special purpose facility (Figure 1):

Central Elementary, 311 North Lincoln

Jefferson Elementary, 600 North Fillmore

Horizon Elementary, 934 10th Avenue East
Jerome Middle School, 116 3rd Avenue West
Jerome High School, 104 Tiger Drive ‘
Washington Elementary School, 500 South Lincoln

The district also owns a 43 acre parcel of vacant land. It is located on North Lincoln and 10th
Street.

b. College of Southern Idaho

The college is located on the northern outskirts of Twin FaHs, Idaho. The col]ege service area Ly
statute encompasses eigllt counties inc]uding Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding,' Jerome, Lincoln,
Minidoka, Twin Falls, and parts of Elmore and Owhyee Counties. The service area is
approximately 12,000 square miles in size and has a population of about 137,000 people.
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JEROME SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIFIC PLAN

Primary service, however, is proviclecl to the two counties which by referendum chose to support
the college with property tax receipts: Jerome and Twin Falls Counties.

2. Facility Description
a. Jerome School District '

Centra/ E/ementary School

Central Elementary houses 506 students in grades four, five, and six. The original building was
constructed in 1920 as Jerome's first high school, serving grades nine through twelve. In 1950, a
new high school was built on the other side of Third Street and Central became Jerome's first
junior high school, serving grades seven through nine until 1976.

In 1966, twelve additional classrooms were added on the north side of the l)m'lding. In 1975, a
metal Luiltling was attached to the west side. This area has served as a wrestling room, a cafeteria,
and classrooms. . In the 1995 to 1996 school year, it contains three eighth grade classrooms. In
1976, Jerome Higll School was built. Central then became an elementary school serving gracles
four through six. In addition to the classrooms, Central houses the superintendent's and special
services' offices. The office area includes a secretary's area, a sick room, and the principal's office.

]eﬂ’erscm E /eméntary School

]efferson Elementary houses 422 students in grades kinclergarten tllrougll four. The original
bu.ilding was built in 1956. A modular building containing two classrooms was added in 1982.
A five classroom addition was built in 1988.

In addition to the classrooms, the building has a 378 square foot teacher's room with an
adjoining workroom of 128 square feet. The building contains a kitchen, multi-purpose room,
and a sfage. The multi-purpose room is used for breakfast, lunch, pllysica] education, and special
activities. The office area contains a reception area, secretary's area, a Reading Recovery room,
sick room, and principal's office. There also is a room in the office area that is shared l)y the

counselor and spee011 t11erapist.

Horizon Elementary School

Horizon Elementary School was built in 1993. Tt opened to 805 students, grades kindergarten
Lluougll six, in January of 1994. Horizon rcplaccd Wns]ﬁngton Elemen{:ary's tl'xirteen
classrooms. In addition, six classrooms from Jef{:erson Elementary, gracles four tlu‘ough six, were

move(l to HOﬁZOl’l Elementary.

 Horizon Elementary has 26 regular classrooms, two resource classrooms, and one m_ultiple

llan&icapped classroom. Thereis a gymnasium, music room, computer room, and a cafeteria
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which seats 250 students. The structure also . tains a lil)rary and multi-niedia center with a -
storage wor‘l;room and an office. The administra:we office component has two administrative
offices, worlzroom, " h room, Léthroom, and a genera} office for the secretary and three

- office/building aiderv

The Kin&ergarten Center is a separate builcling from the school itself and was built in 1990 and
1991. Children began attending the Kindergarten Center in the fall of 1901.

Horizon Elementary was fortunate to be built during the time that Washington Elementary was-
awarded the Model 2000 grant from the State of Idaho. That grant and several following grants
helped fund $400,000 worth of technology for Horizon students. The building bond fund
provided facility needs to support the new technology. Horizon has three servers, from four to six
computers in each classroom, a limited computer ]almtatory, multi-media equipmerit, and several
Teacher Learning Center software programs. The library management system is Follet Unison.
A very successful rea&ing improvement software program in use is Accelerated Reading.

_ Washington Elementary School was built in 1937. In January of 1994, Washington ‘
Elementary School students were transferred to Horizon Elementary School. Washington offers

little potential for instructional prograius. Its limitations arc: location and size of the site, age of

the struéture, multiple floors of the structure, and its_non—cmnpliance with the American
Disabilities Act. Wasllington is used to house the student detention center and the Jerome Early

Education Program.
Jerame M iddle School

Jerome Middle School, with an enrollment of 539 in the 1995-1996 school year, was built in
1949 originany as the district's l‘.lig]l school. An annex was added in 1956 which houses the art
room, Lan& room, and resource room. An additional metal l)‘uilcling located behind Central
Elementary School original]y designed asa wrestling room was converted into two classrooms
cluring the late 1980's. In 1994, the two rooms were rebuilt into three classrooms to help satisfy

increased enrollm ent demands.

The main two story building houses a gymnasium, boys' and girls' locker rooms, library, and
cafeteria. Jerome Middle School has 21 classrooms. Eighteen of these serve as seventh and
eighth grade basic education classrooms. There is an additional band room, art room, and
resource room. The office area contains room for two secretaries, an office for the school
resource officer, and an office for the principal. The school counselor's office is located separately

upstairs along with a small teacher's work area.
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Jerome Senior Higll

Jerome High School was built in 1975. The annex was added in 1982, and the agricultural and
technology building is scheduled for completion in the late fall of 1995. The school contains 36
classrooms with 892 students enrolled in grades nine through twelve during the 1995-1996

SCllOO]. year.

The Luilding contains a kitchen and cafeteria for food services, an auditorium, a li]Jrary, and a
gymnasium. Many of the classrooms are designed for special use, such as home economics,
music, science, and special education. The office is located on the second floor and houses
administrative oﬂ:ices, guiclance of’fices, a sick room, a faculty room, and an office area for three

secretaries.

The school is staffed with two a(lxninistrators, two guiclnnce counselo'rs, a li]:u'arian, a half-time
athletic clirector, three secretaries, five teachers aicles, four custodians, seven coolzs, and a half-
time school to work co-ordinator. The school also houses the district curriculum director and a
secretary. The teaching staff consists of 40.5 fulltime equivalency certified teachers. Seven of

those teachers are Hoating teachers. (T lley have no permanent classroom assignment.)

Kin&ergarten tllrough fourth grades are located at Jefferson and Horizon elementary schools. In

" addition, Horizon serves two class rooms each of grades five and six. Central Elementary serves

grades four through six. The Jerome Middle School houses seventh and eighth grades. Ninth
through twelfth grades are located in the Jerome High School

b. Coneg’e of Southern Idaho

The CoHege of Southern Idaho campus is located on a 240-acre tract of land on the northern
outskirts of Twin Falls, Idaho. The college has over 619,000 square feet of buildings valued at

"~ over 42 million dollars. The buildings contain an additional 12 million dollars of equipment and

furnisllings. The latest addition, the Library and Academic Developmeut Center, contains over
53,000 square feet and is valued at over 6 million dollars.

In addition to traditional academic classroom buildings, the coueg_e also contains the Aspen
Vocation-Technical building, the Canyon Vocational Center, and the Desert Vocational-
Technical ]Juilcling. The campus is Lome to the Herrett Museum, a IZ,OOO;square-foot building
containing exhibit areas, li]:)rary, offices, storage vaults, conservation 1aboratory, and plloto

dar]:zroom .

The coHege also maintains off-campus education centers for continuing education. The centers

are located in Burley, Hailey, and Gooding, Idaho.
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C. Curriculum and Programs

1. Jerome School District

The Jerome School District adheres to a broad based curriculum that includes both basic skills
and extensions of each curricular area. All curricu]um is designed to procluce procluctive citizens.
Curriculum gui&es are &evelope& by staff, parents, and patrons and are approvecl by the board of

trustees. A Director of Curriculum supcrviscs the review ancl rcvisions of leincletgarken tl’n‘ougllb

twelve curriculum.

Jerome School District's curriculum is composed of a large variety-of curricular materials such as
textl:oo]:zs,_hancls on manipulatiires, audio-visual material, and teclmology equipment and
software. Other enhancement programs suclﬁx as extra-curricular activities (both athletic and

academic) also are provided.

Reg_u]ar anc]. ncaclenlic 'Progrmns are SUIQPlelllellté(l Witll spécial PI‘Ogl’alllS W]lic]l ihclude Jerome
Early Education Program for clevelopmentally clelayed pre-sclloolers, "Englisll as a Second
Language, Migrant Education, Talented and Gifted, Title I Disadvantaged, Vocational
Programs, college preparation, fine arts programs, school to work, programs for children with
specia] 'neecls, and substance abuse awareness and counseling. In addition, the district also

provicles a breakfast and lunch program and pupi] transportation. -

2. College of Southern Idaho

The Couege of Southern Idaho pmvicles leaming opportunities in the traditional academic
education or general college course work, vocational training in trade and industry, and
continuing education. It also Offers and adwinislers senior citizen programs.

The col]ege meets two needs with academic education. Academic education provicles the first two
years of a four year degree for those students pursuing a four year degree. It also provides

 associate degrees for those who desire no further education.

College majors are providecl in academic clevelopment; agricu]ture; art, drama, music and speecl'l;
business; Englislx, foreign languages, philosophy, and sign language; home economics; hl)rary
science; mathematics, computer science, and eugineering; nursing; pllysical ecluca’cion; aml, the

sciences.

The college's_ vocational education provides opportunities for those desiﬁng training, retraining, or
upgra(ling in their current occupation. Vocational training is primarily clesignecl as occupational
training to put people, into the workforce. It also provicles training to businesses within the

couege service area.
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Vocational training is provided in the following trade and industry areas: air conditioning,
refrigeration, and ileating; auto i)ociy tecimoiogy; automotive technician; caiainetmaizing; diesel
meci'lanics; dra&ing; electronics; fire service; law enforcement; anci, weiciing.

In 1975, the college became the grantee for the Area Agency on Aging and assumed
responsii)iiity for administering senior programs in the region. Those programs include the
Foster Grandparent Program, Homemaker Program, Ombudsman Program, Retired Senior

Volunteer Program, and Senior Companion Program.

Many of the ofi-campus courses are offered tiu'ougi1 interactive telecommunication. Courses are
taugilt at the Twin Falls campus and broadcast to centers in Buriey, Haiiey, and Goociing.
Cameras, monitors, and miéropimnes provicie instant communications between the instructor and
students at the campus and students at the off—campus sites. Interactive telecommunication
courses will be offered in Jerome in the spring ol 1996, as soon as local facilities are available.

Interactive courses offered in the spring of 1996 include nursing, history, bioiogy, math,
economics, and water resource management. Remedial courses in english, mathematics, and

science also are offered.

D. 1990 Eclucationai Attainment

Table 1 represents the ili_gilest gracie of school compieteci or the ixigilest (iegree received i)y the
generai popu.iace. For instance, those peopie with bachelors degrees also are ixigil school
graduates. That information was gatilereci for all Jerome County residents, inciuciing peopie who
have moved into the city and county and were educated elsewhere.

The level of educational attainment generaiiy is iligilet in ]er_ome County than in the City of
Jerome. In most areas of educational attainment, the city and the county are below the state

average.

However, the county has a larger percentage of high school graduates (55.8%) than either the city
(50.4%) or the state (54.5%). Both the city (10.4%) and county (11.0%) are Leiow‘time state
average (17.7%) for advanced degrees. '

Jerome Clty has "cilg highest percentage of residents (34.1%) who have not completed high school.
More than one-fourth of county residents have not finished iligil sciwoi, compared to about 20

percent of all state residents.
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Table 1: Jerome City, Jerome County, and State of "laho Educational Attainment -

" Educational Attainment City Percentage | County F;rcentage State Percentay.
No high school diploma * 34.1% 27.6% : 20.3% ]
High sc'.- ol graduate - | 50.4% 55.5% 54.5%
Associate dogree 5.1% . 5.6% 7.5%
Bachelor's degree 7.0% 7.7% 124% °
Graduate degree , 3.4% 3.3% 5.3%

Sources: I[ntermountain Demograp]aics
U.8. Department of Commerce

III. Past Enrolhnent Trencls

"A. Total En_rollment 'C}lange

1. Jerome School District

From 1980 to 1995, student enrollment in the Jerome School District increased by almost 700
students, or a gain of 28 percent (Table 2). However, changes in student enrollment have not
been consistent over time. Enrollment slmwed large increases in 1982, 1988, and 1994: it
decreased in 1985, 1986, ancl 1989. Student enrollment increased by less tllan one percent

from the 1994 to 1995 scllool year.

10
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Table 2: 1980 - 1995 Jerome School District Enrollment Trend

Year Student Enrollment Numerical Change Percentage Change
1980 2,406 46 1.9%
1981 2,446 40 1.7%
1982 2,566 120 4.9%
1983 2,616 50 1.9%
1984 2,628 12 0.5%
1985 2,618 10 | -0.4%
1986 2,603 -15 -0.6%
1987 | 2,634 31 1.2%
1988 2,751 117 4.4%
1989 2,691 -60 -2.2%
1990 2,768 77 2.9%
1991 2,799 | 31 C11%
1992 2,894 95 3.4%
1993 2,961 07 O 2.3%
1994 3,078 117 - 2.3%
1995 3,095 17 0.6%

Sources: Intermountain Demographics

Jerome School District # 201

Jerome School District officials speculatecl that a relationsllip exists between levels of student
enrollment and economic activity in the community. A statistical test was run to determine the
relationsllip between enrollment and employment and the relationsllip between enrollment and

total personal income.

The numerical relationsllip between enrollment and economic indicators could range from zero to
one. A rating of zero means that no relationship exists between enrollment and economic
activity. A rating of one shows a very strong re]ations]lip between enrollment and economic

activity.

11
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The relationship between school enrollment a1 ! two categories of employment is lew, ranging .

from 0.00 to 0.55 (Table ™. Total employment and manufacturing employment are not goo..

indicators of student enroi:-aent.

quever, the relations}lip between student enroilment and income is much better, reacl'xing 0.90
for total perso.ual income. Tlle,relationsllip between enrollment and farm income was tested
because the Jer::ne economy relies lleavily on the agricultural sector. The enrollment to farm

income relationship is 0.73.

Table 3: Relationslﬁp Between Student Enrollment and Economic Indicators

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Jerome School District # 261
U.8. Department of Commerce

2. Couege of Southern Idaho

Economic Indicators ] , Numerical Relationship
Entollment to Total Employment (1976 - 1993) 0.28
Enrollment to Total Employment (1980 - 1993) 0.00

| Enrollment to Manufacturing Employment(1976 - 1993) 0.47
Enrollment fo Manufacturing Employment (1980 - 1993) 0.55
Enrollment to Personal Income (1976 - 1993) "~ 0.90
Enrollment to Farm Income (1976 - 1993) 0.73
Enrollment to Personal Income (1980 - 1993) 0.88
Enrollment to Farm Incote (1980 - 1993) 0.73

From 1990 to 1995, enrollment at the Collegeof Southern Idaho increased }Jy 981 full and
part-time students, or a gain of slightly more than 26 percent (T able 4). Enrollment peaked in
1995 with an estimated 4,685 students, nearly a six percent enrollment increase over the
previous school year. Student enrollment data is the number of students al end of term credit.

12
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Table 4: 1990 - 1995 Co“ege of Southern Idaho Enrollment Trend

Year Student Enrollment Numerical Change Percentage Change
Fall, 1990 3,704 - -

Fall, 1991 4,001 297 8.0%

Fall, 1992 4,172, 171 4.3%

Fall, 1993 4,280 108 2.6%

Fall, 1994 4,092 -188 4.4%

Fall, 1995 4,338 246 6.0%

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
College of Southem 1daho

~

The number of Jerome County residents attending the College of Southern Idaho has increased
over time. In 1990, 259 Jerome County residents were students at the college (Table 5). By
1995, 444 Jerome County residents were enrolled at the college, a gain of more than 70 percent.
Jerome County residents represent nearly 10 percent of the total college enrollment in the fall of

1995.

Table 5: 1990 - 1995 Jeroﬁle County Students Enrolled at College of Soutllem .Icla}lo

Jerome County

Year Students Numerical Change Percentage Change
1990 259 - -

1991 326 67 25.9%
1992 368 42 12.9%
1993 340 -28 -7.6%
1994 402 62 18.2%
-1995 44 42 10.4%

Sources: Intermountain Demographics

Cuuege o{ Southcm Icla.Lo

The College of Southern Idaho estimated that more than 11 percent of Jerome County's adult
g P y

population was enrolled in some form of coursework in the 1994 school year. More than six

percent of that adult population was enrolled in credit courses, more than three percent was
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enrolled in non-credit courses, and the remaining two percent was enrolled in adult basic »

educahon courses.

B. Jerome School District Enrollment }Jy»Gracle

1. Kindergarten and Elementary Schools

From 1980 to 1995 total enro”n)ent in ’clle e]ementary ec])on] qystem 1ncreasecl }Jy 357
students, or a gain of 28 percent (Table 6). Enrollment generally increased steadily throughout
the 15 year time span, but showed slight decreases in 1984, 1986, 1987, 1991, and 1995.

Table 6: 1980 '1995 Jerome School District Km(lergarten and Elementary Enrollment

Tren(l
Year K | 1st | 20d | 3d | #th | 5h | O6h | Totl
1980 0 232 | 213 | 214 | 244 195 | 211 | 1,309
1981 0 232 | 225 | 223 | 230 | 252 | 202 | 1,364
1982 0 243 | 244 | 201 252 | 245 | 244 | 1,449
1983 0 | 265 | 234 | 245 | 217 | 229 | 238 | 1408
1984 0 253 | 240 222 248 225 | 223 | 1,411
1985 0 302 | 229 | 236 | 219 | 249 | 206 | 1,441
1986 0 272 | 261 227 | 234 | 210 | 232 | 1,436
1987 0 254 | 258 | 229 | 218 | 224 | 194 | 1,377

1088 215 234 242 24:5 210 223 | 233 1,611
1989 | 206 | 251 | 223 | 238 | 236 | 210 | 232 | 1,596
1990 200 | 246 | 242 | 238 | 244 | 240 | 217 | 1,607
1991 164 | 217 | 242 | 246 | 245 | 254 | 243 | 1611
1992 207 181 231 251 244 260 264 | 1,638
1993 | 215 | 224 | 192 | 238 | 271 | 250 | 260 | 1,650
1994 | 218 | 229 | 226 | 205 | 255 | 279 | 265 | 1,677
1995 243 | 221 | 225 237 | 212 255 273 | 1,666

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Jerome School District # 261

2. Jerome Middle School

From 1980 to 1995, total middle school enrollment increased Ly 155 students, or'a gain of 40

percent (T able 7). Total enrollment and enrollment gains were nearly the same for each gra&e.

14
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Table 7: Jerome Middle School Enrollment Trend

Year Zth Grade 8th Grade : Total
1980 196 186 382
1981 201 191 392
1982 204 223 427
1983 229 200 429
1984 233 218 451
1985 209 226 435
1986 208 195 403
1987 . 221 206 427
1988 — 199 215 414
1989 225 187 412
1990 219 228 447
1991 206 211 417
1992 243 213 456
1993 274 243 517
1994 264 211 ’ 535
1995 269 268 537

Enrollment increased gracluauy from 1980 to 1985, when it reached 435 students. An
enrollment decline occurred in 1986 when enrollment dropped to 403 students, a decline of
more than seven percent. Another enrollment decrease occurred in 1991, when it declined by 30

students, a seven percent decrease.

~ Enrollment in the middle school has increased rapiclly since the 1991 decline. The largest
enrollment gain occurred from the 1993 to 1994 school year, when enrollment reached 517
students, gaining more than 60 students from the previous year. Middle school enrollment for

the 1995-1996 school year is 537 students, as of September 30, 1995.
3. Jerome High School

From 1980 to 1995, enrollment at the senior high school level increased by 151 students, or a
gain of 21 percent (Table 8). However, student enrollment at the senior high school has
fluctuated over time. In the 1980 school year, enrollment was 715 students. By the middle of
the 19080 tlecar.le, it had increased to about 760 students. In 1990, enrollment dtopped below
700 students. A large gain occurred in 1992, when 771 students attended high school. Another
large increase occurrecl in 1994, when enroument reached 866 students. Student enrollment for

the 1995-1996 school year is 892 students as of September 30, 1995.
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Table 8: 1980 - 1995 Jerome School District Senior High Enrollment Trend

Year Qt}l 10th 11th 12th Total
1980 185 181 172 177 715
1981 186 185 164 155 : 690
1982 184 183 172 151 690
1983 247 165 178 169 759
1084 237 202 162 - 165 766
1985 251 166 170 155 742,
1986 255 196 153 160 - 764
1987 249 181 166 139 735
1988" 191 173 199 163 726
1989 206 . 167 149 161 683
1990 187 199 163 145 694
1991 250 186 170 165 771
1992 233 225 176 166 800
1993 226 211 204 153 794
1994 258 221 198 189 866
1995 277 238 201 176 892
Sources: Intermountain Demographics ' :
Jerome School District # 261

C. Jerome’ School District Migrant Enrollment Trend

‘Migrant student enrollment was not tracked by the district from 1980 tlu'ougll 1989. (Mlgrant
stuclents are clulclren of agncultma] worlzers wllo laave 1noved to t]xe connnunxty thlun tlle

last three years). From 1990 to 1995, migrant students in the Jerome School District increased
by 174 students or 135 percent (Table 9).

Table 9: 1990 - 1995 Jerome School District Migrant Enrollment

School Year _ Migrant Enrollment Numerical 'Cllange Percentage Clzange
1990 --1991 129 - -

1991 -1992 119 | 10 . 78%
1992 - 1993 160 41 34.5%
1993 - 1994 211 ~ sl 31.9%
1994 - 1995 ‘ 274 - 63 30.0%
1995 - 1996 303 29 10.6%

" Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Jerome School District # 261

16
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D. Conege of Southern Idaho Student Etlnlicity

The total number of racial minority students has increased atrtl1e College of Southern 1daho from
1990 to 1995 (T. able 10). In 1990, there were 177 Alaskan/Native American, Asian/Pacific
Is]anders, Blacl-z aud Hispanic students (5.3 pcrccnt o£ au studcnts) at t11e college. In 1995 ,
minority enrollment had increased to 375 students and was almost nine percent of total student
enrollment. The larges’c numerical gain was in the number of Hispanic students. They more

than doubled from 110 students in 1990, to 240 students in 1995.

Table 10: 1990 and 1995 College of Southern Idaho Student Ethnicity

Student Ethnicity 1090 Number | 1990 Percent | 1905 Ni umber | 1005 Percent
Alaskan/Native American 6 0.7% 58 1.3%
Asian/Pacific Islander 472, 1.1% 56 1.3%
Black 19 0.5% 21 0.5%
White 3,133 84.6% 3,806 87.8%
Hispanic 110 3.0% 240 5.5%
Non-Respondent 374 10.1% 157 3.6%
TOTAL 3,704 100.0% 4,338 100.0%

Sources: Intermountain Demograplzica

Cn“aga of Southern 1daho

IV. Classroom Size |

A. Elementary School

Classroom size was not tracked }oy the district from 1980 tl1rougl1 1989. The average number of
students per classroom declined from 26.7 in the 1990 school year to 240 in the 1995 school
year (Table 11). Classroom size decreased in all grades, with the greatest reduction in the third
(4.2, students per classroom) and fourth grades (5.0 students per classroom). The greatest

classroom size reduction occurred between 1993 and 1994, when a change in the state funding
formula allowed the district to hire additional teachers.

17
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"~ Table 11: 1990 - 1995 Elen)entary Students Per Classroom

Year | K Ist | 20d | 3d | ath | 50 6th | Average
1990 | 200 | 224 | 242 | 298 | 305 | 3¢9 | 310 26.7
1991 | 182 | 197 | 242 | 246 | 306 | 31.8 | 304 | 254

1992 | 207 | 201 | 257 | 251 | 27.1 | 325 | 293 258

1993 | 239 | 204 | 240 | 264 | 301 | 31.3 | 289 262

1994 | 198 | 19.9 | 226 | 256 | 255 | 279 | 294 | 243

1995 | 22.1 | 177 | 205 | 237 | 26,5 | 255 | 273 24.0

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Jerome School District # 261

B. Jevrome Micldle School and Jerome High Sehool

Tl;e nmnl:er of students per classroom also decreased at the middle schoal. Tt declined from 26.3
stuclentsvin 1990, to 24.4 students in 1995. Higll school classroom size increased from 19.5
students per classroom in 1990, to 22.3 students per classroom in 1995. That gain in size was
attributed to an 28.5 percent enrollment increase and a fixed number of classrooms.

V. 1995 Student Overcrowcling

Overcrow&ing is the relatibnship between student enrolln_lent and the number of classrooms
avai]able for student education. Overcrowding may be measured l)y maximum enrolhnent Ly
, grade, minimum square footage per student in a classroom, modern classroom standards, and

classrooms neecled to teach the requirecl curriculum.

The Idaho Administrative Code for the Department of Education states that maximum
enrollment per classroom for kindergarten and first grades is 23 students. The maximum for
second and third grades is 26 students, while the maximum for grades four through eight is 32
students. The code also states that "a classroom shall not have less than 26 square feet of usable
space per student." Modern classroom standards require 900 square feet for elementary, middle,

and lﬁgh schools.

A. Ierome E]ementary Schools
Elementary school student overcrowdlng has been eased with the addition of 26 regular

classrooms at Horizon Elementary in 1994. However, indications of overcrowding are present at

the elementary schools due to mcreased levels of enrolliment.

18
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At Central Elementary School, seven (35.0%) of twenty classrooms contain less than 900 square
feet. The number of students per classroom does not exceed state standards for any grade. Three
middle school classrooms also are housed at Central Elementary.

All regular classrooms at Horizon Elementary contain 900 square feet. None of the classrooms
exceed state student enrollment standards. However, four of the six third grade classrooms have
reached maximum enrollment. Another concern is that one of the school's resource rooms is a
converted storage room with 475 square feet for 21 students in the 1995-1996 school year.

At Jefferson Elementary, three-fourths of the classrooms (15 of 20) are smaller than 900 square
feet. Two lzindergarten classes exceed state maximum enrollment s’candards. ‘

B. Jerome Middle School

One of the major concerns for middle school students is that enrollment is split between the
Jerome Middle School and the "tin LuiHing" classrooms at Central Elementary School. Nearly
20 percent of the middle school enrollment (95 students) is located off-campus in the three
classrooms at Central Elementary.

Two of the eiglltll grade classrooms in thie "tin building" exceed state students per classroom
standards. Additionally, 18 out of 22 classrooms (82 %) contain less than 900 square feet. All
three of the "tin Lu.ilding"_' classrooms are undersized. Eliminating the "tin bui]ding" classrooms,
without providing additional classrooms would result in an average class size of more than 43
students for eig]at]a graders.

C. Jerome Hig’h School

The lﬁgh school is the most crowded facility. Thirty-six classes per day contain more students
than the state maximum number of students per classroom. Two-thirds of the classrooms (22 of
33) contain less than 900 square feet.

To offer all required core curriculum courses, and still meet student per classroom guidelines, the
district would need to construct an additional 22 classrooms at the lligll school for the 1995-
1996 school year. Those classrooms also are needed for teacher preparation, special use
constraints, scheduling and program constraints, student interest, and graduation requirements.
A new cafeteria also should be constructed.

19
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VI. Student Enrollment Fe- 2cast

A.  Jerome School District

In this portion of the strategic plan, student enrollment is forecast for school years beginning in

1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000. Forecasts are made for each grade and aggregated to

districts totals.

Forecasting cllanges in student enrollment is straigiitforwarci for the first tilrougll tweiftlimgrades".
Student enrollment in each grade (i.e., 221 first graders) for each school year (1995-1996, for

example) is multiplied by a "survival" factor (1.017) to determine the number of students in the

next highest grade (225 second graders) for the upcoming school year (1996-1997). That

process is repeated for each grade for each forecast year.

The "survival" factors for»eacli gracle are based on five year historical information maintained Ly-
the school district. (It can be a positive number indicating a net gain in enrollment from grade to
" grade, ora negative‘numl)er sllowing a decrease in enrollment from gracle to g’rade.)

Predicting the number of ieindergarten students entering the system for the first time is a more
complex procedure. Alternative strategies to determine ]zimiergarten enrollment, such as birth
rate ratios, populatidn ratios, past trencls, and average annual increases were evaluated. T_he
method selected to forecast Lz-indergarten enrollment consists of the following steps:

1) Determining the numl)_er of under five year-o]ds, by one year age groups, from the 1990

census,

2) Forecasting the number of five year-o]cis in Jerome County for the forecast periocl, using

infant survival rates,

3) A(lcling in the number of in-migrants under five years of age, ]Jy one year age groups, from
county population forecasts and national migration survey data, :

4y Calculating the Jerome School District lzindergarten enrollment to Jerome County five year-
old popula’cion ratio for the previous five years,

5) Applying that ]zindergarten enrollment ratio to the number of {‘ive-year-olcis for each year in

the forecast perioci,
6) Adjusting the number of 1990 persons under five years old for revised census data,

7) Cali]:)rating 1996 to 2000 ]zinciergarten forecasts, based on birth rates, Ly the 1995

]zinclergarten forecast to actual enrollment ratio, and
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8) Verifying the 2000 kindergarten enrollment forecast to previous kindergarten to population

ratios and lzinclergarten to age cohort ratios.
A nearly 12 percent increase in total student enrollment is forecast for the Jerome School
District (T able 12). Enrollment is estimated to increase from the September 30, 1995 actual
enrollment of 3,095 Lo 3,464 students in the 2000 school year, an incrcase of 369 students.

Table 12: 1996 - 2000 Jerome School District Enrollment Forecast

1005. | 1006 | 1007- | 1008- | 1999- | 2000.

Grade 1006 | 1007 | 1008 | 1000 | 2000 | 2001
Kindergarten 243 | 246 257 273 267 258.
First | 221 260 203 274 292 285
Second 25 | 225 264 267 279 297
Third 237 | 234 234 274 278 290
Fourth 212 | 247 244 243 286 289
Fifth 255 | 219 255 251 251 295
Sixth 273 | 259 222 259 255 255
Seventh 269 | 275 261 204 260 257
Eighth 268 | 269 215 261 224 2060
Ninth 277 | 286 287 293 | 278 239
| Tenth 238 | 260 268 269 275 261
Eleventh 201 217 | 236 24d 245 250
Twelfth 176 187 202 220 227 228

Total 3,095 3,182 3,267 3,352 3,417 3,464

Sources: Intenmountain Demogmphics

Jerome School District # 261

A relatively small gain is forecast for ]zindergarten enrollment. Itis expected to increase by about
15 sturlents, or sligll’cly more tlman a six percent gnin. Enrollment is greatest in tlle 1008 to

1999 school year, with 273 students.

Overall enrollment in elementary grades is predicted to increase by 341 students from 1995 to
2000, a 24 percent gain. However, enrollment changes are forecast to vary by grade. Enrollment
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is forecast to decrease sliglltly in the sixth grade’. It is forecast to increase in the remaining
elementary grades. The largest enrollment gains are predicted for the second and fourth grad'es.

Middle school enrollment is forecast to decrease s[iglltly (3.7%), fron- 737 students at the

Legim—: - of the forecast period to 517 in 2000. However, enrollment will fluctuate over time.

It is {c. . -.ast to peak in 1997, at 536 students and decline, by more than 10 percent, to a low of
485 students the following school year. Enrollment is forecast to decrease slightly in the both the

4 seventh and eightla grades-

Higll sci:. ol enrollment is predicted to increase from 892 students in. 1995, to 978 students in
the 2000 to 2001 school year, a nine percent gain. High school student enrollment patterns are
not consistent Ly gracle. Ninth gracle enrollment declines from 277 students in 1995, to 239
students in'2000, a 14 percent decline. It w1]1 be at its highest at 293 students in 1998.

Enrollment in all other senior lligll grades is forecast to increase. The largest enrollment gain is
predicted for the twelfth grade, increasing by more than 50 students, a gain of 30 percent. The
next largest enrollment increase is forecast for the eleventh gracle. It is pre&icted to gain almost

" 50 students, an increase of 24 percent. Enrollment in the 10th grade is predicted to increase I)y
23 stuclents, a gain of 10 percent.

B. Middle School or Junior High School Grade Config‘uzjaﬁon

Some discussion has taken place within the community about restructuring the grade
conflguratlon of the existing middle and Ingl) schools. The potentlal new alxgnment would be a
new middle school with grades seven t]n'ougll nine, and a senior lngll school with tenth eleventh

and twelfth grades.

Under the current configuratibn , with the middle school containing seventh and eiglltll‘ grades,
middle school enrollment would decrease slightly from 544 in 1996 to 517 in 2000 (Table 13).
ngll school enronment would increase lay tllree percent from 950 students in 1996 to 978 in .

~ the 2000 school year.

Bringing niﬁ’th grade into the middle school would increase enrollment to 830 students in 1996,

and to 756 in 2000. (The number of ninth grade students will decrease by 28 under either grade
conﬁguration.) Higl‘l sclxoo] en;aHment woulcl decrease to 664 in 19()6 and to 739 stuclents in

2000.
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Table 13: Jerome School District Grade Configuration

School Year | Middle School(z,8) | High School (9-12) gczzolgg High School (10-12)
1996 544 950 830 664
1997 536 993 823 706
1998 . 485 1,026 778 733
1999 484 1,005 762 747
2000 517 978 756 739

Source:  Intermountain Demog raplﬁcs

C. Couege of SOutllem Iclallo

Enrollment forecasts prepared by the College of Southern Idaho show that the number of Jerome
County residents attending the college will increase from 495 students in 1996, to 762 students
in 2000 (Table 14). That represents about an 11 percent average annual increase.

Table 14: 1996 - 2000 Jerome County Enrollment Forecasts at the College of

Southern Idaho

School Year Jerome County Envolment
- 1996 495
1997 - 551
1998 614
1999 - 684
2000 762

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Coﬂege of Sout]:em IJaLo



JEROME SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIFIC PLAN

VII. Funclmg', Budg’et, and Expen{éi-’f.ures
1. Jerome School District

Funding for the Jerome School District primarily comes from the State of Idaho and the local
property tax. State funding accounted for sliglltly more than 80 percent of the total schpol

district's Ludget from 1990 to 1994.

While the amount.of state func{ing represents a large portion of tlle‘ school district's total budget,
the percentage of total students educated }Jy the district is greater than the percentage of state
education funcls received by the district. For the 1995 Lo 1996 sclnoo_l year, it was cstinm.tccl tl-ml:
the district would educate 1.99 percent of all state students, but wou]d receive 1.27 percent of all
state education funrling. That percentage of students educated to percentage of state funding
imbalance occurred in five of the last six school years.

Most of the remaining 20 percent of the budget, or about 1.1 million to 1.7 million dollars from
1990 to 1994, was funded from the local propérty tax. The mill levy, or amount of market value
accruing to the school district increased from 0.00430400 in 1990 to about 0.00496733 in
1994.. The owner of a $50,000 house paicl about $230 in taxes to the school district in the
1994 to 1995 school year. The district ranked 89 out of 113 districts for local tax levy

2. . College of Southexp Idaho

The major sources of income for the coﬂege’s general fund are tuition and fees, county tuition,
county property taxes, and tlle state appropriation. The trend for the last three years has been
positive. ‘Increased enrollment, a rising tax base, and state appropriations in excess of inflation
have proviclecl a stable revenue base. The college also has been successful in obtaining funds for
special projects from a number of granting sources including federal, state, and private

foundations or imlividuals,

Capital {:uncling for buildings is provided }:)y the state tlu'ougll recommendations to the Permanent
Building Fund Council from the Idaho Board of Education. The legislature appropriates funds
to the Permanent Building Fund Council through the division of public works. Another source
of revenue is endowment funds which are mauaged }.)y_ the executive director of the col]ege‘s

foundation. Those funds are not used for operational expenses for the coﬂege_
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B. Buclget
1. Jerome School District

The district's }:)udget reached sliglltly more than $10 million in school year 1995 to 1996, an
increase of slightly greater than 50 percent since the 1990 - 1991 school year (Table 15).

Table 15: 1990 - 1995 Jerome School District Budget

School Year Budget
1990 - 1991 $6,804,604
1991 - 1992 ’ $6,837,603
1992 - 1993 , $7,264,858
1993 - 1994 $7,609,271
1994 - 1995 $10,438,123
1995 - 1996 $10,482,925

Sources: Intermountain Demographics

Jerome School District # 261

Jerome School District's budget increased by nearly one-third in the 1994-1995 school year, due
to an influx of state funds. The Idaho legislature changed the state funding formula to bring the
school district up to minimum standards for staffing requirements. Additional state JEunding
allowed the district ta hire an additional 15 teachers. Another factor contril)uting to the larger
bu&get was a cllange in accounting methods so that local school districts reported retirement

contributions instead of the state.
2. College of Southern Idaho

The college's buclget for the year encling June 30, 1995 was $19,226,965. Its fund balance was
$3,093,775 at that same time.

C. | Ex-pencliture Per Student

Total district expenditures increased by more than 15 percent from the 1990 school year to the
1994 school year (Table 16). However, due to an 11 percent increase in enrollment, expenditure
per student remained nearly the same. The national consumer price index increased by nearly 14

percent from 1990 to 1994.
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Expenditure per student increased by nearly 20 percent from the 1993-1994 to the 1994-1995
school year.. That increase also was due to receipt of additional state income to Lring the Jerome
School District up to minimum staﬂ:ing .irements and the employers share of the
contribution for state retirement is now rv i_mrtecl in the distric_t'svbudget.

Table 16: 1990 - 1995 Jerome School District Expenditure Per Student

School Year Total Expenditures Expenditure Per Student
1990 - 1991  $6,784,962 42,451
1091 - 1992 $7,035,629 $2,626
1992 -1993 © $7,567.533 B $2,613
1993 - 1994 - $7,975,403 4 $2,783
1994 -1995 - $10,324,074 ’ $3,354

Sources: Intermountain De.mog raPLics

Jerome School District # 261

In the 1993 school year, the district's expenditure per student oE $2,783 was 86 percent of the
statewide average expenditure of $3,234. The district ranked 100 out of 113 districts in student

expenditure, and was classified as a low income or poor district.

VIII. School Facilities Needs Assessment

In 1992 ’ {:lle Iclaho State Leglslature autlxonzecl a needs assessment cnrvpy of Pvery qn]*mn]
district in the State. That assessment included structural condition inspections and famllty
capacity analyms Cost estimates also were prepated to modernize facilities in each district. At
that time, nearly five million dollars was needed to renovate existing facilities in the Jerome

School District (Table 17).

Nearly two million dollars was needed for improvements at Jerome High School. Central
Elémentary School would require more than 1.2 million dollars for improvements in the main

structure, its 1i1)rary, and the annex.
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Table 17: 1993 Jerome School District Renovation Cost Estimate

School Cost Estimate

Central Elementary | $1,226,957
Jefferson Elementary $369,302
Washington Elementary $364,568
Jerome Middle $936,617
Jerome High $1,082,127
TOTAL - $4,879,571

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Statewide School Facilities Need Assessment Committee

IX. Issue Identification

Issues facing the school district and couege were compilecl as part of the overall planning process
used for the City of Jerome, Jerome County, and the Jerome Recreation District. Citizens groups
were formed to iclentify issues facing the community.

Citizens interested in education were divided into three smaller groups for education programs,

ecluc_ation facilities, and higher education. They listed the following issues as the most important
ones facing the school district: :

A. Education Programs

L Any new programs would require new facilities, or better use of existing facilities.

e Vocational education programs must be expancled.

e Programs should be initiated for talented and gi{:ted students. Those programs could include
offering college credit courses to lligll school students l)y using the telecommunications
network at the College of Southern Idaho.

o The feasibi]ity of an alternative school should be examined.

o  The school district will have to comply with the federal school mandate programs.

o The College of Southem Idaho should accept credits for similar courses offered by other
colleges.
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Improvecl_acdess should be proviclecl to educational teclmology.
More parents should be involved in provicling education to students.

Partnersl.lips should be developecl between students and parents, and between teachers and the

business community.

Education Facilities
The pllysical and functional adequacy of current facilities s]muld be assessecl.

Re-configuration of the current middle school alignment (seventh and eighth grades) to a

junior hxgll school alignment (including ninth grade) should be analyzed.

A new facility would be needed if the junior high concept is adopted. The district currently

does not have the fu.ncls to construct any new schoals.
Current facilities must be upgraded to offer courses in lligll techno]ogy.

Current facilities also should be expanded to offer more courses for talented and gifted

stuclents.

Facilities should be designe& for student safety, with special empllasis on safety regar&ing clrug

use.

Facilities for special pro'granis may be shared at the hig}x school level or with the Couege of

Southern Idaho.

c1assrooms must be added to maintain or improve current student to teacher ratios.

The timing of proposed bond issues and tax levies should be co-ordinated with other taxing

-entities.

A property tax assessment to the College of Southern Idaho slmulcl be exa}minecl.

A feeling of community concern for ‘sclu.ml district issues mﬁst be generated.v |
.Hi.gl'xer Education

Communication a_}Jout the availability of current courses needs to be imprévecl.

Support must be continued for the College of Southem Idaho to broker with ,foi.u'-yeat
institutions to bring bachelors and graduate level courses and degrees into the valley.
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Hig11er education mentorslxip to disadvantage& students should be encouraged.
Articulation with alternative schools should be continued.
Articulation with private schools should be exp]ored.

Telecommunications classes and courses should be offered, especially for lligllet education

leVEI courses.

An expandecl‘miclcue school or junior higll school would be needed to make room for college
level courses in lligla school.

Higher education level courses also should be offered in the evening.

College level courses taugllt in lugll school should be articulated with the College of Southern
Idaho for college credit, to assist the talented and g1fted student program.

Vocational and technical programs should be articulated with the Co]]ege of Southern Idaho,
so that students do not have to start over in conese

Vocational and technical education programs are needed at the 11ig11 school level.

X. Mission Statement, Goals, Ol)iectives, and Actions

Jerome education citizen's committee Mission Statement:

Provide excellent educational opportunities for all county cilizens to allow them to be se/f-
suﬂ;'cient and contrilmling participants in society »

Jerome School District Mission Statement:

We will e}?ediue/y

L4 Deal w:tlx al- nsle stua’onls

o Prepare students for tlte wor/a’ of lcclmo’o gy
[ 4 Proma’e se”- rellance sle:/ls
e Prepare students for global issues
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Colleg‘e of Southern Idaho Mission Si...cment:

The Co”ege of Southern Idalm, a comprcls:msive community co//ege, educales the c]ivers_e
stuc]ents primari/y of sout]x central IJalm anc] encourages them to Iead fu”, eﬂ’ective /ives ina

clzangt'ng world.

Ec]ucation Programs

Goal: Increase parenta] involvement

Objective: ,
Develop incentives to increase parental involvement

Actions: :
Solicit feedback from parents and community on school issues
Educate e&ucators about benefits of ]_mrcntal involvement
Increase personal contact between parents and educators
Expand community relations

Recognition of teacher excellence

Recognition of student excellence

Recognition of program excellence

Publicity of special activities-

Recognition of paren’cal involvement

Goal: Increase business and commumity involvement

Ol)f:cti ve:

Make education relevant

Actions: .
Involve community and businesses in the development of curriculum
Solicit input on workforce needs from the business community

Facilitate student to business dialog

Develop worksite opportunities for students (examples: intems]lips, co-op, job slladowing, and
school to work) ’ :

Recognize business involvement

Provide career exploration at all levels

Objective:
MaLe all students employa})le
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Goal: Accommodate individual differences

Objective:
Provide developmental opportunities for all students

Actions:

Provide enrichment opportunities

Increase program to all levels - TAG (talented and gifted)
Provide advanced placement courses

Accurately assess of student ability and achievement levels
Allow ﬂexibility in curriculum

Allow ﬂexil:ility in clelivery options (i.e., Alternative Sclmol)
Allow flexibility in hours of operation

Expancl professional development opportunities for educators

Facilities

Goal: Provide facilities that will meet present and future educational standards of

excellence desired by the community

Objective: :
Assess facilities to determine adequacy for 1995-96 student population

Actions:

Determine the number of programs that do not have adequate facilities

Review current Pul’i]/ teacher ratios

Determine adequacy of space for staff

Determine structural stability of existing facilities

Evaluate state and federal building requirements to determine clegree of compliance
Review state accreditation standards

Educate pu}JIic on true inipact and use of ]Juilclings

Determine alternative methods of deli\;ery to maximize facilities, i.e., year—rouncl schools
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Goal: Provide facilities that will m"h - educational excellence desired l)y parents and

community (continued)

Objective:
Assess current facilities for additional desired programs

Actions:

Inventory existing programs

Determine if there is enougll room for additional programs

Is fumlmg acle,quate for new as well as existing programs?

Project population'growtll for 5 years

Analyze demographics of population

Incorporate economic data into projections

Include in the evaluation the higher education needs of the community which could be met if

CSI could use facilities to telecommunicate advanced coursework ta Jermne

Objective:
Examine ways to finance new bui]c{ings and to finance improvements in existing buildin’gs

Actions:
Analyze local options
State options/lobbying
Coordinate with other taxing entities
Best possible structure for the money

Ol)]'ective:_
Determine the need for additional facilities

Action: »
Dependent on first three goals

Hi l'glter Education

Goal: Increase oPPortunities for lu'g’l\ sc]\ool stu(lents to talze a(lvance(l course worlz

t}n'oug’ll tech-prep and advanced p]acément

Objectives:

Coordinate with CSI to implement the tecll—prep progfam

Implement'plan alreacly in place

Determine advanced placement needs

Survey faculty and counselors to determine potentlal number of students who could benefit from

advanced placement
Request cooperation from CSI V.P. of Instruction to offer advanced p]acement
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Goal: Continue to work with 4-year institutions to bring bachelors and graduate level

degree programs to the Magic Valley

Objective:
Communicate with 4-year institutions community needs for advanced degrees

Policies:

Survey community

Send petitions/survey results
Write letters to institutions and legislators

Goal: Increase student awareness of higher education opportunities and access

Objectives:

Encuu.rage ulentorship between 11ig11cr cducation and at-risk students

Cooperate with CSI on a “bridge” program for minority students

Contact BSU regarding (trio) programs for Hispanic students

Promote career awareness/ exploration at the junior lligh level to prepare students for post-

secondaty training/placement
Utilize CSI resources and staff to assist
Offer short course in “how to go to college” (orientation)

XI. Recommendations

A

Jerome School District

The Jerome School District facilities, their con&ition, their financing, and their 1ong term
adequacy are a concern. The Jerome Education Citizens Committee supports the research
findings of the Statewide School Facility Needs Assessment Committee. Funding to
implement those recommendations should be the shared responsil)ility of local school

 districts and the State of Idaho. This would enable Jerome School District to provide

aclequate, safe classrooms for its students.

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends that the Jerome School District
be aware of long range l)uilding needs and develop appropriate plans to increase school
facilities to accommodate enrollment and program clmnges.

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends that the Jerome School District
encourage public involvement and continue creating pul)lic support for the school district
tln'ougll two-way communication and a positive school/ community/ business relations

program.
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The Jerome Edu- tion Citizens Committee encourages the Jerome School District to
continue its comprehensive'approach to teclmology and complete the long term support
infrastructure. The committee also recommends that the Jerome School District
continue staff professional clevelopment opportunities and implem e teclmblogicaﬂy
driven curriculum and curriculum enhancement materials that improve student

achievement.

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends that the Jerome School District
continue to work toward an increase in the lﬁgli school gracluafion rate over the next five
years. The committee suggests that the dropout rate be reduced by promoting
invglvemen)t and success for all students. '

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee recommends that the Jerome School District
evaluate the actual pllysical condition of all existing }Juilclings' structural and mechanical

systems, and their coznpliance with safety/l:)uilcling code requirements and Perforrn needed

improvements.

College of Southern Idaho

The Jerome Education Citizens Committee supports the clevelépment'of a plan to reduce
the property tax burden of the College of Southern Idaho on Jerome County residents..
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