
 STUDENTS ASK: WHY GNED 101?

U.S. colleges and universities offer first-year 
experiences, like CSI’s GNED 101, to help students 
begin to thrive in college. These types of classes 
provide students with an understanding of 
themselves as independent learners and provide 
a pathway of seeing how their 30 credits of 
general education will enhance their future degree 
programs and life goals1. 

The GNED 101 learning outcomes are designed 
to build student learning skills by incorporating 
student engagement activities and high-impact 
practices into the curriculum and delivery of the 
class. 

RESEARCH STUDIES 2 3 4 find students 
participating in first-year experiences:

1. Develop better relationships with faculty and
other students.

2. Show increased satisfaction with their overall
college experiences.

3. Demonstrate a better understanding of
themselves as lifelong learners.

4. Achieve higher grades in college than
students who do not participate in first-year
experiences like GNED 101.
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VALUE:  This course provides an environment 
in which students can discover their own value 
of general education and recognize their own 
achievements in that pursuit.

PERSPECTIVE: By equipping students with multiple 
perspectives (called “ways of knowing”) for evaluating 
and solving problems and understanding issues, 
society, and themselves, GNED courses empower 
students to find pathways to success in learning and 
in life.

INTEGRITY: GNED 101 supports students in 
developing personal integrity for self and towards 
others, emphasizing traits like dependability, honesty, 
respect, and good judgment.

ENGAGEMENT: GNED courses connect students 
to the many resources and opportunities available 
to them at CSI and helps them to build the skills 
and strategies needed to effectively utilize these 
resources.

COMMUNITY: GNED 101 Instructors intentionally 
build opportunities for students to connect with 
each other and with their broader communities 
throughout the learning process and then to identify 
the impact of community on their own learning 
process.

FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE LEARNING OUTCOMES

GNED 101



CSI BEGAN OFFERING
a full menu of GNED 101 classes during fall 2017. These classes have become student favorites. With 
over 30 topics to choose from, students can easily select a class they will find personally interesting 
and challenging.

All GNED 101 classes are high-quality experiences placing a strong emphasis on developing 
problem-solving and communication skills. GNED 101 students get to take classes from enthusiastic 
professors who see the learner as a whole person and who are dedicated to student success.
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