
GUIDED SELF-PLACEMENT: COMMUNICATION

STEP 1
Choose your math PATHWAY option 
below based on your college major. STEP 2

Choose the PACE to complete your gateway 
math course within your pathway.

PATHWAY OPTION 1

GRADUAL PACE

Should I take COMM 101 (Fundamentals of Oral Communication)
or COMM 209 (Critical Thinking and Argumentation?)MODERATE PACE STANDARD PACE

4 credits first semester and 3 
credits second semester

2 semester completion taking

Building Your Math Foundation 
Before Gateway Course:

Reviewing Math Foundation 
Integrated Into Courses:

1 semester completion taking 5 
credits

Ready to Begin the Gateway 
Course: 1 Semester completion 

taking 3 credits

Math 123
Math in Modern Society

For these majors: Liberal Arts, Trade and Industry, and any 
major that requires “Any Mathematics Gen Ed.”

Semester 1: 
Math 023

Semester 2: 
Math 123

No Score Needed

Semester 1: 
Math 122

with Math 123A

H.S. GPA > 2.0 or 
ACT > 15 or SAT > 370

Semester 1: 
Math 123

H.S. GPA > 2.3 or 
ACT > 18 or SAT > 430

PATHWAY OPTION 2

Math 153
Statistical Reasoning

Semester 1: 
Math 043/

Math 043R*

Semester 2: 
Math 153

No Score Needed

Semester 1: 
Math 152

with Math 153A

H.S. GPA > 2.7 or 
ACT > 20 or SAT > 480

Semester 1: 
Math 153

H.S. GPA > 3.0 or 
ACT > 23 or SAT > 540

For these majors: RN, Health Sciences, some Business, and 
any major that requires “MATH 143 or MATH 153”

PATHWAY OPTION 3

Math 143: College Algebra
Semester 1: 
Math 043/

Math 043R*

Semester 2: 
Math 143

No Score Needed

Semester 1: 
Math 142

with Math 143A

H.S. GPA > 2.7 or 
ACT > 20 or SAT > 480

Semester 1: 
Math 143

H.S. GPA > 3.0 or 
ACT > 23 or SAT > 540(STEM majors start in Math 147, contact advising)

For these majors: STEM, Elementary Ed, RN, Health Sciences, 
some Business, and any major that requires MATH 143, 147, 

160, 170, and/or 157

Math 043R is a 4 credit course that meets for 5 hours, giving an extra hour of practice and help on math concepts.
*Math 043 is a 4 credit course that meets for 4 hours.

These are both great classes that satisfy the Oral Communication general education requirement. 
Remember to check your major specic requirements as some majors do require COMM 101 OR COMM 
209 specically.

If your major allows you a choice, here are some things to consider:

Students entering the following majors/programs will want to 
consider BIOL 201 as their 1st biology class:

BIOLOGY 201: This is an introductory biology course for science 
majors. It will emphasize biological principles important in 
understanding living organisms to include: evolution, general 
biochemistry, cytology, Mendelian and molecular genetics, and 
ecology. Prior completion of High School Chemistry, CHEM 101 or 
CHEM 111 is strongly recommended. Students who believe they may 
be eligible for advance placement status in courses listing BIOL 201 
as a prerequisite should see the Biology Department chair.

Ÿ Dance

BIOLOGY:

Ÿ Agriculture

Ÿ Natural Resources
Ÿ Ecology Ÿ Pre-Dentistry

Ÿ Pre-Medicine
Ÿ Pre-Veterinary

Ÿ Pre-Pharmacy
BIOLOGY-HEALTH SCIENCE:

OPTION 2 - BIOLOGY 201

BIOLOGY 105: This is a one-term introduction to the structure and 
function of the human body. All systems of the body are studied. This 
course is required for various technical health career programs. It 
does not meet the requirements for biology degrees or four-year 
transfer programs. Corequisite: BIOL 105L

OPTION 1 - BIOLOGY 105

BIOLOGY 227: This course is an introduction to the study of structure 
(anatomy) and function (physiology) of the human body. The 
following systems are studied: integumentary, skeletal, muscular, and 
nervous. Unifying themes of homeostasis and whole-body functioning 
are emphasized. The laboratory sessions include donor body 
prosection. The course conforms to guidelines established by the 
Human Anatomy and Physiology Society. Prior completion of BIOL 
201is strongly recommended.

Students entering the following majors/programs will want to 
consider BIOL 227 as their 1st biology class:
HEALTH SCIENCES & HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAMS 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

Ÿ Registered Nursing
Ÿ Dental Hygiene

Ÿ Paramedic
Ÿ Surgical Technology

OPTION 3 - BIOLOGY 227

COMM 101

BIOLOGY 221: BIOL 221 is an introduction to the fundamental 
principles of microbial systems and to the information generated in 
microbiology that has enriched all segments of biology. The course 
has a public health/infectious disease emphasis. Many dimensions of 
the microbial world will be discussed that will include sub-cellular 
organization and functions, basic information about life cycles, cell 
division and genetics. The activities of microorganisms in disease, 
global elemental cycles, sewage disposal, industrial processes and 
food and dairy product manufacturing will be introduced. In 
addition, contemporary topics in microbiology will be covered.

Ÿ Food Science

Students entering the following majors/programs will want to 
consider BIOL 221 as their 1st biology class:

HEALTH SCIENCES & HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAMS 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:
Ÿ Registered Nursing Ÿ Dental Hygiene

OPTION 4 - BIOLOGY 221

COMM 101 is a general overview of the 
communication process. At the end of this 
course, students will be able to demonstrate an 
understanding and application of human 
communication concepts in the areas of 
communication process, public communication, 
listening, group communications, nonverbal 
communication, persuasion, language, and 
culture. Students will perform at least two 
speeches with communication activities worked 
through the course.

COMM 209

COMM 209 focuses more intentionally on one 
area of communication: critical thinking and 
argumentation. Students will become more 
analytical and critical as consumers of the 
discourse of others. Students will be able to 
recognize awed reasoning and leave with 
the skills and strategies needed to deal with 
the awed reasoning of others. Students will 
become more adept and more ethical in 
constructively advancing and defending views 
in both public and personal settings. Finally, 
COMM 209 will help students become more 
understanding and tolerant of those with 
whom they disagree.

You may want to consider some scheduling differences in deciding between COMM 101 and COMM 209:

Ÿ There are more sections of COMM 101. This allows for more exibility to work courses around other 
areas of your life.

Ÿ COMM 209 is only offered face-to-face. If you need an online or hybrid section of oral communication, 
you can meet this need with COMM 101.

You may want to consider some textbook differences in deciding between COMM 101 and COMM 209:

Ÿ COMM 101 uses an inclusive access textbook that you will access through your Canvas course. The cost 
will be approximately $30.00.

Ÿ COMM 209 uses trade books and digital resources. Total cost for materials will be approximately 
$10.00.

SOUTHERN 
C O L L E G E  O F

IDAHO
For questions, contact CSI Advising Services, advising@csi.edu 

or Mark Wasden, 208-732-6764, mwasden@csi.edu



Frequently Asked Questions for COMM 101 Online

For questions, call the CSI Advising Center, 208-732-6250 
or Mark Wasden, 208-732-6764, mwasden@csi.edu

SOUTHERN 
C O L L E G E  O F

IDAHO

1. Do I ever have to come to class?

No, all of COMM 101 is handled electronically. There 
are no on-campus obligations.

2. How about speeches?

Speeches are a challenging part of COMM 101 
online. The speech requirements are the same as they 
are for any COMM 101 class. However, students in the 
online section are required to nd their own audiences 
(a Rotary Club, meeting at work, etc.) to which they 
can give their speeches. There are two speeches for 
the course and they must be presented to audiences of 
more than 10 adults. These speeches are then 
recorded and uploaded to Canvas for viewing by 
your instructor.

3. What are the assignments like?

Students are required to essentially do everything that 
an on-campus section would do. Text reading, 
discussions, chapter questions, speeches/outlines, and 
nal exam make up a student’s nal grade.

4. I work full-time and have a family. Will this class 
t into my schedule?

The good part about this online class is that it is totally 
time independent. Meaning, a student can log into this 
class any time. However, this doesn’t mean that this 
class takes any LESS time than a regular class. 
Students should gure the same amount of time to 
complete this class as they would need to complete an 
on-campus section of COMM 101.

5. Can I work at my own pace?

There is a lot of exibility built into COMM 101. 
However, there are weekly deadlines and students are 
expected to interact with the instructor and each other. 
So, students aren’t entirely at their own pace. One can 
always work ahead, but late work isn’t acceptable.

6. Is this class easier than COMM 101 on-campus?

NO!! The reality is that this class works very well for 
people who absolutely can’t make it to campus (for 
whatever reason). However, if coming to campus is an 
option, most people nd that their experience is better 
in an on-campus environment.

7. I HATE giving speeches in front of people!!! Will 
taking this class on the internet make that easier for 
me???

ABSOLUTELY NOT!! In fact, if a student suffers from 
any sort of debilitative speech anxiety, this course is 
probably NOT for you. Coming to campus will make 
the experience far easier. It will be easier to work 
with an instructor who can help you through the 
process. And, it will allow you to avoid the prospect of 
having to put a speech on video. Please consider an 
on-campus option if you need some assistance in this 
area.

8. I’ve registered for COMM 101 online...what 
should I do next?

You will be automatically enrolled in the Canvas 
section of this class when you register for the course. 
The course, however, will not be available to you until 
the rst day of class. You will be sent an email on the 
rst day of class with all of the instructions to begin 
with the Canvas system and the class. Remember that 
CSI considers your school email your ofcial account, 
and your instructors will do all of their email 
communication with you through that account. Please 
check it on the rst day of class!

Canvas can be accessed through the main CSI website 
at www.csi.edu (look for the MyCSI button at the top).
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